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The Controversy over the ‘Bias’ of Korean History Textbooks
and the Dilemma of the Government-authorized Textbook Publication System

by KWANGPIL JUNG
Department of Curriculum and Instruction

under the supervision of Professor Hyunsook Park

Abstract

In South Korean academia, the ideal publication system for history
textbooks is generally believed to be the so-called free publication
system. According to this belief, students should be exposed to different
viewpoints and diverse interpretations of history through history
textbooks.  The  shift from  government-issued textbooks to

government-authorized textbooks is in line with this idea.

However, a controversy over the perceived bias in South Korean
history textbooks has arisen between political authorities, who have
continually interfered in the textbook publication process, and
academics, who opposed such interference. To counter non-academic
and political attacks from political authorities, scholars have adopted a
dual approach of producing academic criticism and taking political
measures against the attacks. In this process, academics have defended
their position by emphasizing the need to guarantee a diverse
interpretation of history, to accept different views of history, and to
ease the government's supervision of history textbook production. At the
same time, they have attacked the views of political authorities by

pointing out an apparent lack of objectivity and balanced interpretation,

iii



biased historical perception, and an inadequate textbook authorization

process.

This paper explores the dilemma of the government-authorized
textbook publication system through the view of bias in Korean history
textbook. This paper contributes to the discussion by addressing
vulnerabilities in the arguments of the free publication system and by
highlighting practical and specific problems to be considered in the
discussion of the government-authorized textbook system. This study
focuses on the logical consistency of each argument in the controversy
over perceived bias in textbooks, and therefore be limited in providing
a multi-dimensional analysis of underlying perceptions of history.
Further research on differences in interpretations and descriptions of
historical events according to textbook critics' perspectives of history
may strengthen the findings of this paper and cultivate discussions on

the future direction of the government-authorized textbook system.

Keywords: History Textbooks, History textbook screening system, The
controversy over history textbooks, History textbook publishing system,

Historical perspective, ‘Bias’, Diversity, Autonomy
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